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...excellence, access, and growth in New Jerseyôs Child Care Industry

overnor Corzineôs education funding initiative is the single-most important 
policy to emerge from Trenton in recent memory.  The sweeping reform pack-
age expands public support for pre-school and full-day kindergarten programs 

statewide, creating both new challenges and unprecedented opportunities for 
New Jerseyôs 4,175 early childhood providers.

Throughout the politically charged process, NJCCA provided information and per-
spective to lawmakers and administrators to help ensure that the collective voice 
of the childcare industry was heard.  We testiý ed before the Senate Budget and Ap-
propriations and Senate Education Committee, and the Assembly Budget and Ap-
propriations Committee. NJCCA also participated in a series of meetings hosted by 
Governor Corzine and Department of Education Commissioner, Lucille Davy.

There are a number of important issues that were not ad-
dressed through the legislation and which must be dealt 
with through regulations or other mechanisms, including:

 Teacher credentials, class size and ratio, curriculum 
and facilities.

 The process by which local districts will assess com-
munity-based childcare programs for partnerships in 
preschool implementation.

 Support for community providers to help staff to at-
tain the necessary degrees or certiý cation.
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message from the president by Harsh Chadha

No issue has galvanized early 
childhood advocates in New Jer-
sey as much as the Stateôs recent 
school funding reform initiative 
has. Throughout this complex pro-
cess, NJCCA has made sure that the 
interests of New Jerseyôs 4,175 pri-
vate childcare providers were con-
sidered. Working alongside leaders 
at the Association for Children of 
New Jersey, the NAACP and the 
Association of Hispanic Directors, 
NJCCA went on record supporting 
the expansion of a state-funded 
preschool system, and the impor-
tant role of community providers 
in that system. Our support was 
conditional, and based on the un-
derstanding that certain conditions 
are needed to make it possible for 
community providers to be part of 
the new system. 

Now that the bill has been signed 
into law, we will focus our energies 
on the rules and regulations that 
will guide its implementation. Our 
industry has a signiýcant stake in 
this process ï indeed, the future 
of your business may well depend 
on the implementation of this new 
law.

At stake are the futures of roughly 
20,000 three and four year olds 
and their families. Many of these 
youngsters may already be served 
by your center. What happens to 
these preschoolers may depend on 
how state regulations address sev-
eral key themes:

Å Public/Private Partnerships: 
NJCCA believes that New Jerseyôs 
expanding preschool system must 
actively promote public/private 
partnerships ï and community-

based childcare centers like yours 
must be part of that system. 

Å Uniform & equitable state 
system: In order to build a uni-
form statewide service delivery 
system, NJCCA believes that the 
decision about using local com-
munity providers should not be left 
to school administrators. Rather, 
we believe that the Department of 
Education should require school 
districts to use community-based 
early childhood providers before 
asking taxpayers to fund new pub-
lic school programs or build new 
public school classrooms.

Å Families as partners: Com-
munity childcare providers have a 
long history of offering responsive, 
comprehensive, yearlong, wrap 
around care, which young work-
ing families need. Public schools 
simply cannot do this. Our centers 
work with families on issues unique 
to early childhood, such as feed-
ing, toilet training and preschool 
behavior.

Å Flexibility: NJCCA believes 
that community-based childcare 
providers must be allowed to of-
fer preschool services in existing 
licensed facilities, with existing li-
censed staff. 

Å Costs: The new law sets three 
levels of state funding for pre-
schoolers, depending on where 
they attend.  NJCCA supports this 
multi-tiered system because it rec-
ognizes that private providers, un-
like public schools and Head Start, 
do not have other sources of public 
funding for facilities costs or em-
ployee beneýts. 

Å Efýciency: As business owners, 
NJCCA believes that private child-
care centers must be allowed to re-
alize proýts from efýciencies and 
should not be required to return 
funds to the state when they are 
able to reduce costs. To do other-
wise does not promote cost-effec-
tive practices ï to the contrary, it 
promotes wasteful spending.

To have an impact on policy, we 
need YOU!  In the last year, our 
membership has more than dou-
bled.  There IS strength in num-
bers.  Please JOIN US TODAY. Our 
new dues structure makes it easier 
than ever. 

By keeping the voice of the child-
care industry present in Trenton, 
we positively shape your business 
environment, saving you time and 
money, and building markets. 
Now, more than ever, we need your 
support.

Sincerely,

Harsh Chadha

Our industry has
a signiýcant stake in

this process ï indeed,
the future of your 

business may well depend 
on the implementation

of this new law.
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view from trenton

 Support for community provid-
ers who are serving preschool-
ers with disabilities alongside 
typical peers. 

NJCCA has long argued that cur-
rent laws and regulations around 
the provision of preschool services 
are burdensome and have thus 
dampened providersô enthusiasm 
for participating in the Stateôs pre-
school system. 

As we move forward, we will be 
working closely with the New Jer-
sey Department of Education, law-
makers and the Governorôs ofýce to 
help ensure that the needs and in-
terests of our industry are reþected 
in rules and regulations. 

Education Funding
continued from cover
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Did You Know...?
Privately owned child care centers support the local and state econ-
omy and provide signiýcant ratables to their host municipalities.

4,175  number of licensed privately owned CCC 
facilities in NJ

$75-$100 million amount of property taxes alone paid per year 
by privately owned CCCôs in NJ

20 to 30 million  square feet of commercial space leased or 
owned by privately owned CCCôs in NJ

82,000 number of NJ citizens (mostly women) 
employed by privately owned CCCôs in NJ

Preschool Expansion in New Jersey:
The School Funding Reform Act of 2008

The new law, which was signed by the Governor in early January, re-
quires full-day preschool (six-hour day) for all 3 and 4-year-old children 
in the States poorest areas ï more than 100 school districts.  In addition, 
it requires full day preschool in other districts where 40% or more of 
children are eligible for free and reduced lunch. And, on a per pupil basis, 
all other districts must provide preschool services for any three and four 
year old who would be eligible for free and reduced lunch.

According to the legislation, preschool education must reþect the cost of 
the childôs placement. Those costs are calculated at the following levels 
for the 2008-2009 school year:

$7,146 per child for Head Start programs 
$11,506 per child for in-district programs
$12,934 per child for licensed childcare programs

Services to three and four year olds will be phased-in based on the dis-
trictsô current preschool program. For districts not yet providing pre-
school, the 2008-2009 school year will be a planning year. Districts 
are required to develop a ýve-year plan for full implementation by the 
2013-2014 school year.

When fully implemented, it is anticipated that 20,000 more children 
will be enrolled, bringing preschool enrollment in New Jersey to 60,000 
children. State funding will increase approximately $330 million, bring-
ing total funding for preschool to about $850 million.
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opportunities

As part of its recent statewide re-
form of education funding, New 
Jersey is making investments in 
quality preschool to help children 
from low-income backgrounds 
overcome obstacles to learning.

New Jersey private preschool pro-
viders can now apply for new state 
grants to improve early childhood 
experiences for economically dis-
advantaged children who live in 
non-Abbott school districts.  Gov-
ernor Jon S. Corzine has promised 
to include $8.5 million in the state 
budget for the Preschool Qual-
ity Enhancement Awards (PQEA) 
program.

ñQuality preschool experiences 
make a real difference in the aca-
demic careers of our young people,ò 
said Commissioner of Education 
Lucille E. Davy. She also noted that 
research and recent experience in-
dicate that disadvantaged students 
in the Abbott districts who were ex-
posed to quality preschool experi-
ences beginning at the age of three 
several years ago, are showing en-
couraging gains of performance 
in the third and fourth grades, as 
measured by the NJ ASK exam.

Applicants seeking PQEA funds for 
existing preschool programs must 
submit applications by December 
4, 2008.  Prospective applicants 
must represent programs that:

 currently provide full-day and 
full-year preschool services in 
non-Abbott districts for 3- and 
4-year old children;

 demonstrate that at least 75 per-
cent of the children served are 
at or below the poverty level;

 are licensed by the Department 
of Human Services, or Head 
Start program; and

 have three or more preschool 
classrooms.  Sites with fewer 
classrooms may apply, but 
must work collaboratively with 
another provider or a school 
district.

Grant funds may be used to:

 support certiýcation efforts for 
classroom teachers and teacher 
assistants;

 select and implement appropri-
ate research-based curriculum 
and assessment;

 enhance teacher professional 
development; and

 implement other strategies nec-
essary to align these programs 
with the quality standards of 
Abbott preschool programs.

Grant recipients will receive $3,000 
per low-income child enrolled.  The 
grant year will run from February 1, 
2008 through January 31, 2009.

In addition to the $8.5 million in 
grant awards, PQEA has additional 
funding of $1.5 million to be used 
to assess the nature and quality 
of preschool services available to 
families throughout the state, a 

ýrst step in identifying and priori-
tizing New Jerseyô early care and 
education needs.

Nearly 50,000 New Jersey pre-
schoolers beneýt from state-sup-
ported programs.  In addition 
to state aid for Abbott preschool 
programs, New Jersey provides 
$30-$35 million each year in 
Early Childhood Program Aid to 
beneýt approximately 7,400 stu-
dents in 101 districts.  In another 
state grant program called ELLI 
(Early Launch to Learning Initia-
tive), approximately $2.6 million 
has been awarded this year for 
programs beneýting preschoolers 
in 28 school districts.

The Notice of Grant Opportunity 
(NGO)  is posted on the New Jersey 
Department of Education Web-site 
at: http://www.nj.gov/education/
grants/gropps.shtml

For the grant application to be 
complete, the NGO must be used in 
combination with the Discretionary 
Grant application, available online 
at: www.nj.gov/njded/grants/dis-
cretionary/apps

$8.5 Million in Grant Awards Available to Strengthen
Early Learning for Disadvantaged Children

ñQuality preschool
experiences make a real 

difference in the academic 
careers of our young peopleò 

Lucille E. Davy,
Commissioner NJ DOE
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Name of Center:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mailing Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

City: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State: . . . . . Zip:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

e-mail:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Director/Owner:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(check all that apply): 
q Non proý t q For proý t  

  
Accredited by:
q NECPA q NAEYC
q Other:_____________

So that we might better represent our members, for each of your centers, please list:

 Center Name City Licensed Occupancy Number of Staff

#1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

#2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

#3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

#4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

#5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Business Name:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Nature of business:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

e-mail address:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Web Address:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Do you wish to be linked from our 
website?
 q NO     q YES     

Promotions/discounts offered to 
NJCCA member
 q NO     q YES

q    Child Care Center Dues  (January to December)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$199.00/year
q    Vendor Member  (January to December)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $350.00/year

Send your completed membership form, along with payment to: 
NJCCA Å P.O. Box 187 Å Colonia, NJ Å 07067

Our new simpliý ed dues structure allows
owners with multiple centers to join at one low rate. 

Membership ApplicationNew Jersey Child Care Association

VENDOR MEMBERSHIP DUES




